isomer 6d, which could be separated by flash column chromatography.
The mixture of bromohydrins 6a and 6b could not be resolved, but was separable after conversion to the corresponding azides 7a and 7b, following the procedure of Nicolaon et a/.11 Alcohol 7a was then protected as its t-butyldimethylsilyl ether, and the chiral auxiliary was reductively removed to afford sphingol ether 8a. The primary alcohol in 8a was next activated as its u'iflate, and displacement with morpholine afforded aminoether 9a.
Reduction of the azide group in 9a was effected by wansfer hydrogenation using ammonium formate as the hydrogen source. Subsequent N-acylation and desilylation led to the final product 2a in good overall yield. 12
This consitutes the first use of metal-dependent aldol condensations in sphingosine synthesis, and the first synthesis of 1-azaceramides. Diastercomers 2b-d were synthesized in like fashion from aldol adducts 6b-d. 
